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Welcome back – our last newsletter 
came out in Spring 2020 and then the 
lockdowns started, things were closed 
and we were unable to get anything 
out there, but now this is changing, and 
we hope to be in a position to continue 
as we did before to issue 4 newsletters 
a year.  
So what has changed since you last heard from 
us?  Things have been very difficult for many 
people due to lack of things to access, but 
Charles Booth Centre, along with the folks from 
Woodstock in Whitwick, have been part of a crisis 
team getting in touch with people who needed 
help, arranging prescriptions, dog walking, food 
purchases etc., for which we are sure huge 
thanks is due.  We have also contacted people by 
phone who we know to live alone and/or have no 
computer access and have continued to post 
details on what is happening onto our social 
media accounts. 
The natural world has still been there for walking 
and recreation but in a lot of cases this has seen 
hordes of people coming into the village and the 
woodland area particularly has suffered as a 
result.  In 4 months alone – from Jan – April 2021 
– our group has removed in excess of 600 bags 
of litter from the street and the woodland, as well 
as lots of fly tipping.  Over 70 black bin liners full 
of rubbish was taken from the woodland by one of 
our volunteers, on his own, in an eight week 
period and a lot of fly tipping unearthed.  It is such 
a shame that people don’t recognise the beauty 
of our area and look after it, but one good thing 
from all this is that we have recruited more litter 

picking volunteers in the last few months.  If 
anybody wants to join our litter picking team, 
please get in touch.  
Charles Booth Centre The Charles Booth Centre is 

cautiously optimistic about the road map opening up 

over the coming weeks and really hopeful that 

Thringstone and our wider community will continue to 

stay safe, look out for each other and get vaccinated! 

After the best part of a year of helping the most 

vulnerable members of our community, for which we 

received both a NWLDC Local Heroes Award and the 

Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire’s Award for 

community service, we are delighted to be turning our 

attention to opening our doors to you all once again. 

June 21st will be our first proper opportunity to 

welcome you back and we’ve already taken a host of 

party and wedding bookings!  Don’t feel left out though 

as we’ve saved the biggest party for all of you!  On 

Saturday 7 August we’re throwing open our doors to 

the village and having an afternoon and evening of live 

music, dancing and family fun – our bars will be open 

and there’s no entry fee, so please come, bring your 

friends and let’s have a proper knees up!   

As Autumn comes round we’re hoping to have most if 

not all of our regular community events up and 

running; so that’s Thringo Bingo, Film Club and Quiz 

Nights one Thursday a month, Open Mic on the 

second Friday, Charity Coffee Mornings on the first 

Friday, Juke Joint on the first Sunday and opening up 

Charlie’s Bar for games evenings, friendly nights and 

the odd sporting event. Talking of sporting events, we 

have our 3rd Annual Santa Fun Run taking place on 

Sunday 12 December which is always lots of fun, with 

bacon cobs and the bar open after.  With a little luck, 

we’ll have a Christmas Do too, but more on that nearer 
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the time! Our local Am Dram group, TPADS are also 

planning a production between now and Christmas, so 

keep an eye out for posters and updates from them. 

That might not be our biggest news though this 

Autumn. With a little luck, and a following wind, we 

might just find that we are able to welcome people of 

all ages and disabilities to our upstairs Hall to enjoy 

community events as we’re having a mobility lift fitted.  

Finally, our wonderful Management Assistant is 

moving and we’re looking to recruit. If you know 

anyone or are keen yourself, please get in touch with 

us. You can find the Job Description and all of the 

details of the events mentioned above on our website 

at www.charlesboothcentre.org.uk, so please do have 

a look, stay safe and come and support us at your 

Community Centre as much as you can. 

Many thanks Tom & the Team 

Churches Those with access to social media and who 
read the local paper may be aware of the predicament 
being experienced by Thringstone Methodist Chapel 
who are in danger of closing due to lack of attendance 
at their services of worship.  Much has been made of 
this and it is not too late to help them by showing your 
support.  The chapel was the first purpose built 
religious building in our village, and its hall is used by a 
variety of groups who help to keep funds coming in.  
Please contact the chapel direct if you wish to find out 
more.   St Andrew’s churchyard costs a lot to mow 
and the churchwarden and her team have been keen 
to find out whether people would like to see it close 
mowed, whether a wildflower area would be popular, 
or whether the grass needs to be so well tended all the 
time.  If you have an opinion, please contact the folk at 
St Andrew’s direct.       
 
Want to join Friends of Thringstone? - Membership 
is now, after 10 years at a lower price, £4 per person.  
For that you receive regular details on what is 
happening in the village, and have the opportunity to 
come to meetings and join in with our projects if you 
wish. You will also receive minutes of our meetings 
whether you attend or not. Please contact us on 
223434 if you are interested. 
Wanted – old family photos, panto programmes 

and anything Thringstone related.  We need to 

improve our archive records with details of people and 

their families.  We also need to have programmes from 

the old Drama Group days.  Do you have any of 

these?  Were any of your ancestors trustees at 

Thringstone Miners Welfare?  We are trying to put a 

list together of trustees from 1923 onwards.  Can you 

help?  

Old photos - We have a limited edition of 

mounted, but not framed, old photographs of the 

village available at £3.50 per photograph.   

• The Old Rose and Crown as a 3 storey public 
house c 1900 

• The Star Inn, Main Street circa 1906 complete 
with Burton Brewery signage 

• Thringstone House Community Centre in the 
1950s  

• Ruby's fish and chip shop, The Green, 1949 
(complete with national bunting and signage 
for mystery coach trip) 

• Main Street near Star Inn, complete with horse 
and cart about 1953 

 

Current Friends of Thringstone publications are: 

• Thrinksun Born an’ Bred Parts 1 & 2 by  
        Joan Brotherhood Blackey (£3 each)                     

• Thringstone Born and Bred 3 by local poets 
(£2.50)   

• Thringstone Village Trails 1, 2 & 3 giving  
        history of the area and a map (£2.50 each) 

• Memories of Thringstone, Parts 1 & 2  
        (£3.50 each)   

• Memories 3 (£2.50 each). 

• Memories 4 (£2.50 each) 

• St Andrew’s Graveyard trail detailing  
       the lives of some interesting people ( £1.50) 

• Scottish in Thringstone–the story of people 
coming to the village in the 1960s.  (£2.50 each) 

• Thringstone and Its People – full of 
information on the history of the village from 
1800 to about 1955 and the families who lived 
here.  £6  

• Thringstone Around WW2 – the stories of 4 
men.  £2.50.  

• Memories of Durham Miners – the story of 
miners who came to Thringstone in the 1960s.  
£2.50   

• Pubs in Thringstone – a book telling the life 
stories of the landlords and landladies who 
worked and lived in Thringstone from 1840 
onwards.  A snip at £6. 

• Businesses in Thringstone – a book recording 
the stories of people who owned businesses in 
the village.  Only £6.    

Discounts are available to people who wish to 
purchase a full set of any particular title.  Please ask 
us if this is of interest to you.  To purchase any 
publications, contact us via our website which is 
www.friends-of-thringstone.org.uk or ring us on 
223434.  

For information on our meetings, publications, work 
in the village or if you are interested in becoming a 
member, call us on 223434. You can also tweet us by 
using @Thringstone2, go to our facebook page, or  
email us via the website  
webmaster.thringstone@ntlworld.com 
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